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ABSTEACT 

The survey explored the informational, educational, 
and cultural interests of older people in the Schoolcraft College 
area to determine what kinds of programs were of most interest to 
them. A one-page large print questionnaire was administered by a 
staff person except in the cases where a copy of the questionnaire 
had been made available through a newspaper article and was filled 
out independently. Of the 9,067 persons 65 years or older in the 
district, 418 responded to the questionnaire. A segment (from 13 to 
36 percent) of the respondents indicated an interest in one or more 
of the 13 retirement living subject matter areas. Various cultural 
events and short courses available at Schoolcraft College were of 
some interest to respondents—films and plays ranked highest at 22 
percent; sculpture was lowest at 2 percent. Half the respondents 
indicated a preference for daytime programs; only 10 percent 
preferred evening programs. Preference was also expressed for 
programs in the neighborhood. Transportation and financial assistance 
needs were also investigated. On the basis of the survey, proposals 
for programs were offered. (The appendix includes a description of 
the organized senior citizen groups surveyed.) (AG) 
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Introduction 

Increasing support is being given to the role of the community college 
in providing opportunities for older adiilts to enhance the later yeaxs of 
life through education. The purpose of this survey, funded jointly by the 
Schoolcraft Foundation, Schoolcraft College and the Institute of Gerontology, 
was to explore the informational, educational, and cultural interests of 
older people in the area served by Schoolcarft College, in order to ascertain 
specifically v;hat kinds of programs were of the most interest to the older 
citizens. 

The apparent need for this type of programming was underscored when 
the Schoolcraft College Senior Citizens Advisory Committee endorsed the 
proposed survey. The Committee pledged its support and offered assistance 
in locating older persons to be contacted. 

The Schoolcraft Foundation of Schoolcraft College also endorsed the 
survey, v/ith the request that a special attempt be made to search out older 
adults who do not usually attend organized senior citizen groups or visit 
senior centers. 

Methods of the Survey 

In joint planning sessions betv/een Schoolcraft College and the 
Institute of Gerontology, it was decided to administer a questionnaire to 
various groups of older people. , 

Organized groups of senior citizens, as v/eli as other groups of adults 
were surveyed <> Older individuals independent of the usual community groups 
v/ere sought out at places v;here largo numbers of people congregate. In 
addition, an appeal v/as made to independent older adults to participate in 
the survey throiagh a nev/spaper article \;hich contained the survey questions 
and asked interested persons to complete and mail the information to 
Schoolcraft College. 

The fiuestionnaire 

A one page questionnaire, in large print 5 v/as designed to be easily 
read and completed by older people. Except for the newspaper survey, the 
questionnaire was administered by a staff person. A short, explanatory 
introduction preceded completion of the questionnaire by various groups. 
Assistance was available for persons who needed help in filling out the 
form. Participants were encouraged to ask questions. 

Items of the questionnaire were designed to obtain the following 
information: 

1. Community in which respondent lived. 

2. Specific informational j educational and cultural interests of 
the respondent. 

3. Preferred time of day for courses and programs. 
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k. Preferred location of courc;e3 - campu:; or community. 

5. I&teni. of transporation needs in order to participate in 
prop-anis; . 

6. E:ctunt to which reL-pondent folt older people should have 
opecial fee consideration. 

The Older Pop\ilation in t;)G Schoolcraft Cnlle^:e Bjatrict 

Table I shows the number and proportion of older people living in the 
Schoolcraft College Dir.trict. It is noteworthy that older people living 
in the cities of Ilorthville and Plymouth comprise a higher proportion of 
older people (10.U?S and 8.8^.) than in the general population of ffichigan 
(8.55'o). 



TABLE X 

Hiunbers of Persons 65 Years and Older Living in the 
Schoolcraft College District, 1971^ 



Totn.] 

Political Units Popui-ition 



Garden City 


1(1 ^mh 


Livonia 


110, 109 


City of Horthville 




iforthville Tovmship 


9,522 


City of Plynouth 


11,758 


Plymouth Tovmship 


i7,'497 


Total 


196,150 


State of Michigan 


3,875,083 



liunbcr of 


Percent of 


Older People 


Total • 




Population 


1,286 




lt,852 


h.h 


'56U , 


10.il 


6l|8 


6.8 


i;035 


8.8 


682 


3.8 


9,067 




752,955 





^General Population Characteristics , Kdchigan Bureau of the Census, U. S. 
Department of Coramerce, August 1971* 
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Humber and Residence of Older Rer>pondent:3 

As shown in Table II, questionnaires were obtained from 1^10 respondents. 
Tho largejjt proportion of respondents (Ul|.9 percent) live in the Plymouth 
Area» 

'iVulLK II 

number of Respondents in Various Communities 

Kumber of Percent of 

City and Tovmships Older Respondents Older Respondents 



Garden City 


28 


9.0/0 


Livonia 


103 




Northville, City and 






Tovmship 


72 


17.2 


Plymouth, City and 






Tovmship 


188 


hh.9 


Other 


17 


_h.q_ 


TOTAL 


ijiS 


100 
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Gi'oiips Participatin/? in the 3ur'/ey 

Ag chovm in Table III, a variety of grour/j of older people participated 
in the survey. More detailed i!iio3-mation about each of the groups is 
presented in Appendix A to this report. 



TilBLE III 

GRObTS OF PEOPLE i\IID CTKLHtS WHO PAETICIPATSD 
IN THE SURXnSY 

City and Group Sponsor llumbcr of 
Respondents 



Garden City 

Garden City Senior Citiscnfj 
Club 

Happy Hour ulub 



G. C. Porks and Recreation 
G. C-. United Presbyterian 
Church 



32 
6 



Livonia 

Harmony Club 
Hcllamara Toverc ;/1 
McHamara Tov/ers i!2 
St. Mchaels Church 

Ilorthville 

Korthville Senior Citizena 
Club 

Our Lady of Victory Church 
V/omen's Sociiy of Christian 
Seirvice 

Plyinouth 

Plymouth Senior Citizens 
Club 

Tonquish Creek Manor 

Plymouth - Korthville 

Plyraouth-Northvilie Chapter 
/unerican Association of 
Retired Persons 



J;ivonia Parks and Recreation 
City of Livcniei 
City of Livonia 



IForthvillo Parks "and 
Recreation 

United Methodist 
Church 



Conuaunity Fund 
City of Plymouth 



?3 
23 
hi 
1 



32 
U 

17 



91 
10 



91 



Uestland 

V/estland Center 

Individuals 

Observer Ilewsp^iper 
Individual Interviews 



25 



11 

3 



TOTAL ALL RESPOMDJKTS 



U18 
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Findin/sG of the Survey 

Respondcnto v/ere f:ivon the opportimity to indicate their interect in 
educational or inrorinaticnal pro£p:ajnn dealing v/ith thirteen practical 
aspects of retirement living, such arj oocial Security and good health 
during the retirement yearc (see item? 1-1 3 of Appendix P), their interest 
in various cultural events at Schoolcraft Colleje (.2oe items 1U-19 of 
Appendix B)v courses being offered by Schoolcraft College (see 20a - 20o of 
Appendix B). 

Table lY shov/s proportions of all i^eirpcndents wlio indicated an interest 
in one or more of the thirteen retirement living subject matter areas* 



TADLiS VI. 

IKTI'JRisST or RE3?0iIDEi^TG 111 RETIRE^iEiiT SUBJECT Fi/iTTKR ARE/iS 

Percent of Total 
Respondents in Rank 

Retireni-i?nt Cubjoct i>tter Areas Order (N-iil8) 

1. iledical Care and oe7-yicos 3&f^ 

2- Social Security Bonefits 33 

3. Vitikinr; the ilo-^t of Retiromont Incor.o 32»7 

i4. Legal Information - \;illo ond Estate Planiiing . , 3^»8 

5. Good ileal th During Retirenient-Iiutrition, Fitness, . 
Personal Uy/jiene 31 

6. The I-iany Uses of Leisui^o Tinio ' ^27.0 

7. ilov; to Buy More Economically 27 

8. Hov; to Select a Uurang HoL.e 25*5 

9. Different Living Arrangensent for Retirement 

Years 2U 

10^ Faniily and Friend Relalion:/hip:; After Retirement 19 

11. rinplo;/inent Opportunities rnd Riohtc for Retired 
Persons 1? 

12. Heal Planning and Pi'ep^ra i:ion for the fJmctil Family llj.Q 
13* Training for Specific Volunteer Opportunities 13*8 ' 



Cultural Events and Special Short Courses 

Table V shov;s the interest of responcH^nts in various cultural events 
at Schoolcraft CollecG and in various short coui^ses bein^j offered by 
Gchoolcraft College. 
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IHTISREoT OF RMSPOilDEiTS lil CUL't'UHiLL 'Jl'EKTy AilD SHORT 
COUltGCG AT SCilCOLCiLfiFT COLLEGE 



Cultural "tvcnir. 



1. 


Filn fJcric::^ 


22fo 


2. 


Musical Ccncerti^ at Schoolcraft 


?z 


3. 


Bramatic Plays at Schoolcraft 


17.7 


h. 


Locliiro SerieG 


16 


5. 


CacpuG Tours 


15.7 


6. 


Gourmet Dinners 


1a 


Jipeciai Short CourscGl 




1. 


Bridge Other Card Ga^xoo 


19.6 


2. 


luiittin^x 


19 


3. 


Square Dancin/j 


18 




Florol ilrranginrr 




^ - 


Jev;olry Ilakixio 


15 


6. 


Investmonto After Retirement 


1 ! 


7- 


CeraiDicc 


10.5 


8. 


llie Bible as Literaiux-e • 


10 


9- 


Oil Painting 


■ ■■ ■'V 9.8 


10. 


Improving Reading SkilJy 


9 


11. 


State & Local Tax fJtructuros 


. ; 8.8 


12. 


Improving V/ritinr f3]:illi] 


5-9 


13. 


Conversational Spanish oc French 


5.9 


1I4. 


Sculpture 


2 



Other opecial Couj-nes i;u^^re.;bod by ro:^pondont;7: /pv;ing, crotcheting, 
lipspreading, cpecd reading., pliotoj^raphy; boo^-' i'eviov;:.M handyman, chess, 
understanding diabetes, chair caning, bird v/;)tching, German, Norv/egian, 
mental retardation, tenni^^, modern doncingj upholrjtery, braille, needlepoint, 
china painting, piano, cooking, gardening, real estate, politics, legislation. 

Respondents v/ere asked to indicato a ])refe3*enco for day or evening 
program:^-. Fifty percent of hhe hl8 respondents; indicated a preference for 
day time programs. Only 10 j)crcen^ of tho respc: dents expressed a preference 
for evening programs (see Table VI )• 
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ATTITUDES OK PREF£i^aiCi5LJ Of :iEP;rOin)Fd1T3 TOV/ARP TIFiE AHD PL/iCE OF 
PHOBLmS, AVAILABITJTY OP rJCllOLAIioHirJi. Ai«) TRAJISFORTATION PH0GRAI4S 

Percent of iUl 
Respondents 



Attitudes or Freferencos 
of Recponclents 



Time of Profrr^im 

Percent v;hc preforred d^.ytiino progran]:: ^Cfo 
Percent v/ho preferred night tirne prograjiic 10 

Place 01 Vvorv^'in 

Percent ^.'ho preferred prottroras in nei^jhoorhood 58 
Percent \:ho preferred prof;raii}G at School craft 11 

Availability ol Scholo^T-hi-os 

Percent v;ho thought a ooholarsiiip rihculd be 

available 29 

Transporta lion . . 

Percent v/ho needed transportation lo progx'ani::; at' 

Sciioolcraft * " 26 

Percent v/ho needed transportation to neijhborliood 

programs 1 8 



A preference for daybiir.o pr^fp^r^::)'' v/pr to br^ cxy^ctr6. Oldei* people are 
often fearful of goinj out in t.ho evenLn£: ond in ..;ome car^o?, physical 
disabilitie:; make it difficult for older people to around at night- 
time. 

V/hen asked about v/r^^ther r>Ciioo.Lcxaf t College /-hould establish a 
scholarship fund for sei.-uor citizen, 297'> of those Mho completed the 
questionnaire replied in the affirmative (see Table Yl). 

Table VI shoi.'s that ret* pendent:"* expressed a marked preference for 
programs conducted in a neighborhood location such as a church, union 
hall, or senior center rather thaji at Gciioolcraft CollGGe. 

It v/as anticipated thcit older peoplo \7ho v/erc to be served by the 
proposed program v/ould havo a tranfiportatien problem. Information presented 
in Table VI does not support tliis premise. It v/ill be noted, hov/ever, 
that respondents exprecsed more of a transportation problem getting to 
Schoolcraft College than to programs in their neighborhood. 
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Summary and Re c qpjii en da t i on 3 



On the basis of sui-voy findings, it appears thut some retirement subject 
matter areas are of more intereot to these rospondents than others. Accordingly, 
it is reccmmendod that the proposed pilot Schools for Retirement dovelop programs 
based on the follovang subject matter areas: 





Fall Term 




Spring Term 




V/hat one needs to know about 


1 . 


The good uses of free time. 




social security and medicare. 






2. 


V/ays to maintain good health in 


2. 


Hovj to have a good family life in 




the later years- 




the ]^ter years. 


3- 


Hciking the most of retirement 


3. 


Choosing a place to live in retire- 




income* 




jnent. 


u. 


Legal information for the later 


u. 


Consumer skills for the later years. 



years. 

The Distribution of the ;tging (sec Table I), suggests that one of the^ 
proposed programs be offered in iiorthville while a second program be offered in 
Livonia. 

Respondents indicated a clearcul preference for daytime programs. 

Moreover, it appears that those older people uho participated in the survey 
preferred programs conducted in various neighborho'od settifi|<s. 

Interest in cultural events and various short courses at Schoolcraft is 
large enough to vjarrcnt a special effort to promote attendance among these 
older people. 
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AFPEiMiaX A 

Organized Senio^" Citizen Groups S^n^vcye d 
Garden Ci ty 
Groups surveyed: 

Garden C ity L^o nxo r ^IbL^l^P 

Sponjored by +he Girdcn^Clty Farko c\nd Recreation Department, this 
group incetG :n a bui].d?n^; provided by Pa ke and llecreiition and hcis an 
active, recreation-ori.?ated pro{^raRi- Cnly about half of the group cared 
to complete She .sarvey- 

Happy l lovv Club 

A small Lancheoii ^roup i^poTJorod by the Gai-den City United Presby- 
terian Chuich. Hanbe:rs vrcro p.lea3ant, but ie3l that their needs were 
taken care of ':nd most i'ai].ed to jee any need for educational or infer- 
maticnal t^^po pjonsa' Ti:.nc* 



Livonir 



Groups surveyed: 
Hannony Cln b 

One of several f^rcups sponsoj-cd by Livonia Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment, GrciK*) moeto weekly at 3''.- 3d\lh*3 Chvrch in Livonia. An active, 
recreation-oriented group, AbouS half of the members utilized the ques- 
tionnaire. 

PIcM amarg Toworr> ;/1 

Thi;; is r lov'-income subsidised housing unit for- Livonia elderly. 
Sui^vey taken oa Ihn day that Social Secui*j ty cht?cks are in the mail in an 
effort to take advantage of the hea\n/ tr;iffic in the lobby. Residents 
agreed to complete tno quei:tiopn.-»ire ^;hili v/aiting for moil delivery. A 
late delivsi;/" caurod in'jn^ tenants to Lo quite upset and so disinterested. 
Othora uor. conccnied that tran^poi tation problems v:cild prevent them 
fro^ri taking part in any progranr> Ihn College; might develop. 

HcHama ra Tovrei's ?/2 

This ic a modcrate-ancome subsidised housing unit. for Livonia elderly. 
Survey vjas taken on tha diy that resident:: gather for a business meeting 
and rccreatica propram. Tjurv^y '/orKers were able to speak to the group as 
a whole and to vint ^*.h table. Tlien^ v'cre many questions and a great 
deal of interest cxprossod it: aavin,; programs brought to the Tov/ers. Also, 
opinions exprctJseci t.hat the tv;o Tov;crc giT^ups did not mix and might not if 
programs irorc offered at one oi the ^A-io buildings. President of the group 
delivered qucruioima3.re to some r3sidents .-^ho were not in attendance and 
those were picked up later in the vjeek. There 'jas no opportunity to meet 
with these individuals • 
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Northville City rjid Tcvnship 

Groups surveyed: 

Morthville Senior CitiMons Club 

This group is Gpcncored by the Joi'thville Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment and moots in a small house donated to the city Tor use by Senior 
Citizens. The [^roup iy tryin^^ to develop a variety of programming so that 
the building uill bo used daily, but at tho present time, use is limited. 
About ^GO,K> response to the survey with many questions asked and a high 
degree of interest shovm in a variety of program possibilities. 

Women ^s Society of Christ i an Service 

This is a group of older vzcmen meeting monthly at the Northville 
United Methodist Church for feilovjship and service projects. The women 
had gathered to work on items for a basaar. All were interested — the 
younger nembors choLje not to complete tho quosticnnaire. 

Pl?/mouth City and To^-mship 

Groups surveyed: 

Plym outh Senior Clti'.^cns Club 

The oldest and largest of Senior Cxti'^cn organizations in Plymouth 
and recipient of funding from the Community Fund for ah activj.ties director. 
This is another recreation centered group vJith woejkly card games, monthly 
pot-luck dinners and (.rips and outings vfell planned- 'by the activities direc- 
tor. Group was interested in the survey and most completed the questionnaire. 

T onquish Creek Piajior 

This is lovj-incomo subsidized housing lor Plymouth eldei-ly. Survey 
taken during the weekly coffee houi* vrhon about 1/3 of the residents gather 
for a buniness n?jeting and acti'^atics planning session. An interested group 
Some members had previously participated in the Senior Citizens Club survey 
and so did not participate. 



Efforts To Survey Older Adults N ot Affiliated VJith Trnditional Senior Citizen 
Groups : 

Groups and non-groups surveyed; 

Organisation meeting of the Pb/nouth-Horthville branch of American Associa - 
tion of Retired Persons 

An announcement that national memoers and other interested older adults 
were invited to attend an org'jni'/.ational meeting for a "different'^ kind of 
an older adult group prompted the survey of this group. Organizers of the 
group are determined thot the group develop as a service and educationally- 
oriented group and used the results of the survey of this meeting 'oo begin 
outlining a progrnm for the coming ye:ir. Small study groups are planned to 
supplement the ir.onliily meeij.ngs, Hemijers interested in the survey and 
asked a nu/aber of questions. 
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St« Michael's Church. Livonia 

The pastor a{^r«ed to allow the school gyni to be used for the survey. 
Arrangements verc riado Tor the sv.rvey toan to be on liond for two consecu- 
tive momingD follov;ing early morning inas5. This was said to be a parish 
with many older neribors. A notico wa'5 i;ritten for the parish nevxs and the 
retired men \Tho usher and count the Sunday ccllcc"''"^ i to be briefed 

on the purpose oi tho survey and ayked to talk t li aighbcrs and ask 
them to stop by* In addito'.on. the survey was ani*Ou..ced from the pulpit. 
A large sign announcing ilic survey 'las set up outside the open gjaa door. 
In two days— one person c^iiaC in to participate. 

Our Lady of Vi ctory Church. Jlort. liville 

The pastor agrcod to prortioto ohc survey. He suggested that a notice 
bo placed in the parish ncvjs one weok prc^/ions to the survey. In addition, 
he would pcrcunallj^ urge older members to attend the ?:00 AoM. mass the 
Sunday morning of th^ survey, Suxn^ey worker was given tables and chairs 
and situated in a brcezeway bet^reen the two parking areas of the church. 
The pastor comnented that he had tried a sui^vey of older church members 
years ago and had k parcicipantSr This sun/ey resulted in h participants. 

Vfestland Center 

V/estland Center vras contacted in an attempt to reach large number 
of older adults unaffiliated with groups. A table was, set up for the sur- 
vey in the mall. No "soliciting" was allowed^ and, unless people can right 
up to the table, the survey worker was unable to speak to them. Twenty-five 
people filled out questionnaires, twolx'e stopped' tcr -talk but would not take 
part, many older people read the sign end walked slovxly past, five persons 
asked to mail questionnaires— none of these were received by Schoolcraft. 

Observer Newspapers 

This nevrspaper cooperated fully fJith the survey'^by printing news about 
the survey at various: stages and finally publishing a photograph of an older 
adult being surveyed as v^ell as the questions from the questionnaire. There 
was an explanation of the purp'^*"^ of the survey and a request that interested 
older people participatie by an^ .ering the questions and sending them to 
Schoolcraft Collego. 

Eleven returns were received in tiiae to be tabulated, four more were 
received later ^ for a total of fifteen ve turns from the newspaper article. 
It v;as felt that tliis vras a good response^ for the questions had been 
printed at the end of the article and set in regular newspaper columns — 
difficult to read< 

Individuals 

m attempt war. made to in'^i.ervj.evr individual, independent older adults, 
not affiliated vrith traditional. Senior- Citizen group?;. A volunteer inter- 
viewed three such persons--thi3 was rewarding personallyj but too time — 
consuming to accomplish the purposes of the survey and no further indivi- 
dual interviews v/ere made. 
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